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Schumer Study: With the Deadline Less than Two
Weeks Away, Hundreds of Thousands of Upstate
Seniors are Still Not Enrolled in the Medicare
Prescription Drug Benefit.

A new Schumer study found that of the more than 1.3 million upstate New York seniors enrolled in
Medicare, 354,191 are still not signed up for the new Medicare Prescription Drug benefit and that
almost half of them don’t even know about the May 15 deadline. Medicare recipients must join by
May 15, 2006, or else wait until November 15, 2006 to enroll. For those who join late, premiums will
go up 1% per month for every month they wait after the deadline. Like other types of insurance,
enrollees will have to pay this penalty as long as they have Medicare prescription drug coverage.

The Schumer study is based on complete Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services and New York
State Health Department data. A recent poll conducted by the Kaiser Family Foundation was used to
determine how many seniors are still unaware of the May 15 deadline.

40,201 Capital Region seniors are currently enrolled in Medicare Part D and 41,430 are still left
without coverage. An estimated 19,058 seniors are unaware of the May 15 deadline.
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44,444 Central New York seniors are currently enrolled in Medicare Part D and 42,494 are still left
without coverage. An estimated 19,547 seniors are unaware of the May 15 deadline.
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72,116 Rochester/Finger Lakes seniors are currently enrolled in Medicare Part D and 43,795 are still
left without coverage. An estimated 20,146 seniors are unaware of the May 15 deadline.
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114,616 Hudson Valley seniors are currently enrolled in Medicare Part D and 97,151 are still left
without coverage. An estimated 44,689 seniors are unaware of the May 15deadline.
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28,727 North Country seniors are currently enrolled in Medicare Part D and 23,387 are still left
without coverage. An estimated 10,758 seniors are unaware of the May 15 deadline.




35,670 Southern Tier seniors are currently enrolled in Medicare Part D and 30,647 are still left
without coverage. An estimated 14,098 seniors are unaware of the May 15 deadline.
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98,658 Western New York seniors are currently enrolled in Medicare Part D and 75,287 are still left
without coverage. An estimated 34,632 seniors are unaware of the May 15 deadline.
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**The figure “estimated seniors who haven’t enrolled in Part D and are Unaware of the Deadline” was
calculated by multiplying the number of seniors not enrolled in Part D by 0.46, which was derived
from the Kaiser Family Foundation poll.



