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Schumer Study: Hundreds of Thousands of
Upstate New York Teenagers Have Easy
Access Online to Prescription Medications

A new Schumer study found that more than 150,000 Upstate New York teenagers have abused
prescription drugs. While overall drug use is down, abuse of prescription drugs among kids

~ between the ages of 12 and 19 remains more common than regular use of cocaine,
methamphetamine, or ecstasy. The Partnership for a Drug Free America reported that 1 in 3
teenagers reported that it was easy to get these drugs over the internet.

The Schumer study is based on data from a survey done by the Partnership for a Drug Free
America and population data from the United States Census Bureau.

Of the 101,141 teens living in the Capital Region, an estimated 19,217 have used prescription
drugs to get high.
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Of the 92,982 teens living in Central New York, an estimated 17,667 have used prescription
drugs to get high.

Of the 124,799 teens living in the Rochester -- Finger Lakes Region, an estimated 23,712 have
used prescription drugs to get high.
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Of the 236,172 teens living in the Hudson Valley, an estimated 44,873 have used prescription
drugs to get high.
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Of the 55,784 teens living in the North Country, an estimated 10,599 have used prescription
drugs to get high.




Of the 64,596 teens living in the Southern Tier, an estimated 12,273 have used prescription drugs
to get high.

Of the 150,440 teens living in Western New York, an estimated 28,584 have used prescription
drugs to get high.
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