
 

Nassau and suffolk 

Persuaded FEMA Administrator to return FEMA disaster supplies to Nassau 
and Suffolk Counties.   Schumer personally met with the director of FEMA to 
restore much needed disaster supplies to Long Island.  These supplies are pre-
positioned for immediate access in the event of a man-made or natural disaster. 
 
Delivered Army Corp Planning Assistance funding for chronic flooding of 
Northport’s downtown Main Street.  After a night of torrential summer rain and 
subsequent flooding on Northport’s Main Street, Schumer toured the Village with 
business leaders and residents to get a first-hand look at the damage.  Afterwards, 
Schumer called on the Army Corps of Engineers to aid Northport Village with 
funding for high-level hydrologics experts who could advise Northport Village and 
end years of persistent flash flooding on Main Street. Northport consistently floods 
after a mere one or two inches of rain.  The Army Corps of Engineers appropriated 
$10,000 in PAS funding at Schumer’s request. 
 
Led the fight to get the Department of Commerce to declare Hard Clam 
Commercial Fishery failure of Great South Bay.  Schumer and Brookhaven Town 
Supervisor Brian Foley called on the U.S. Department of Commerce to immediately 
declare a “Commercial Fishery Failure” for the hard clam population in the Great 
South Bay caused by a record outbreak of “brown tide”, an algae that suffocates and 
kills juvenile clams. For more than 20 years, brown tide outbreaks have crippled 
boating and fishing in the Bay, particularly the hard clam industry. The Department 
of Commerce has begun their investigation into the issue. 
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Expedited crucial 2008 Fire Island Beach Renourishment project for ten Fire Island communities.   After suffering years of 
beach erosion that threatened to endanger key infrastructure, Schumer coordinated and expedited the application process for the 
2008 Beach Renourishment project by working with officials at Fire Island National Seashore (FINS), Army Corps of Engineers 
(ACOE), and the National Park Service (NPS) over the course of six months.  Under normal circumstances, the project application 
would have suffered from myriad bureaucratic holds and been delayed until 2010.  
 
Brokered deal between MacArthur Airport and Southwest Airlines to expand fuel capacity.  Schumer worked with MacArthur 
Airport and Southwest airlines to expand underground jet fuel tanks.  MacArthur Airport’s fuel capacity was only 100,000 gallons 
meaning it held five to six times less then other airports of similar size, making it difficult for the airport to attract new business. 
Without expanded capacity, in an event of an emergency, planes would be unable to get in and out of MacArthur because of an 
acute fuel shortage. 
 
Helped to keep maintenance dredging projects in vital Fire Island to Montauk Point Reformulation Plan.  Working with the 
Army Corps of Engineers and the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation, Schumer successfully gained concessions from 
the Department of Interior to keep maintenance dredging in the current FIMP planning process.  Without continued maintenance 
dredging of the South Shore’s three major inlets – Fire Island, Shinnecock and Moriches – those pathways could be hardened and 
endanger navigation, fishing, and commerce in the area. 
 
Secured vital funding for first responders. Schumer was among the first senators to recognize the need for the federal government 
to establish a funding program for local governments and fire departments to help defray the rising costs of fire prevention. Since 
2004, including the Fiscal Year 2008 awards, the Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program (AFGP) has provided approximately 
$185 million to New York’s first-responder organizations to purchase response equipment, personal protective equipment, and 
vehicles. In 2008, Schumer secured $163,087 for fire departments in Nassau and Suffolk counties, including over $18,000 for the 
Bellerose Fire Department; over $132,000 for the Williston Fire Department; and over $12,000 for the Eastport Fire District. 
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Columbia, Dutchess, Greene, 
Orange, Putnam, Rockland, 

Sullivan, Ulster, and Westchester 

Preserved vital hospital services. Schumer spearheaded efforts to successfully pass a 
Medicare package, over the President’s veto, which included a huge spike in funding for 
hospitals in Orange and Dutchess Counties. Schumer had pushed for these hospitals to 
receive this critical funding since the current section 508 program funding will expire in 
the fall of 2008. Bon Secours Community Hospital will receive $1,523,000, Northern 
Dutchess Hospital will receive $146,000, St. Anthony Community Hospital will receive 
$1,000,000, St. Francis hospital will receive $382,000, and St. Luke’s Cornwall Hospital 
will receive $4,185,000. 
 
Secured funding for rail link study. Schumer fought to secure $4.7 million in funding 
necessary to begin an Alternatives Analysis for the joint Port Authority/MTA Rail Link 
project at Stewart Airport – a crucial first step in creating a one-seat ride from Orange 
County to New York City.  Despite the MTA and PA’s initial agreement to move forward 
with the plan, funding had been slow coming. Schumer was able to cut through the red 
tape and secure the final $2.7 million from MTA in order to move forward with the pro-
ject immediately, rather than waiting for an FY09 federal appropriation. One week later, 
Schumer secured an additional $2 million grant from the Department of Transportation to 
fund the project’s Environmental Impact Study, the next step in the process. 
 
Obtained funding for Palisades Parkway bridge replacement. With the Palisades In-
terstate Parkway bridge replacement project stalled indefinitely, Schumer demanded that 
the New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT) finish what it started and 
make the crucial project a priority. The project began in 2005 but was plagued by prob-
lems with engineers, contractors and unsightly debris. To get the Palisades Parkway 
Bridge project back on track, Schumer persuaded the DOT to recommit the funding that 
was initially allocated to the project. 
 
Fast-tracked funding for Short Clove Road improvements. Recognizing the need for 

Hudson Valley 

improvements to the Short Clove Road bridge overpass after several accidents at the intersection’s train crossing, Schumer helped to secure 
over $6 million for the project in the Surface Transportation Reauthorization Bill – the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, and Efficient Transpor-
tation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU). In 2006, Schumer successfully urged the New York State Department of Transpor-
tation to move up construction of the overpass by a full year after the originally-slated start date was pushed back from 2007 to 2009. 
Thanks to Schumer’s efforts, DOT broke ground on the overpass on October 14, 2008. 
 
Opened Belleayre Mountain all winter. When Schumer learned that the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
(DEC) planned to sharply reduce its operating budget, he successfully lobbied the DEC to commit to maintaining a full season at the 
Belleayre Mountain Ski facility in Ulster County. The ski center has long-served as an economic catalyst during the winter months, with 
over 175,000 visitors per year who ski, dine, lodge, and shop in the region. Without Schumer’s efforts and DEC’s pledge, DEC budget cuts 
would have threatened Belleayre Mountain’s ability to remain open to guests all winter. 
 
Encouraged energy innovation in the Hudson Valley. Schumer successfully championed a language change to an energy provision that 
ensures cleaner energy conversion methods are encouraged. Gasification is now recognized as an eligible waste-to-energy conversion 
method in the tax code.  This inclusion will allow companies like Taylor Biomass Energy, who do not use the full combustion method, to 
receive the same tax incentives as those companies that burn, rather than gasify, solid waste. 
 
Secured vital funding for first responders. Schumer was among the first senators to recognize the need for the federal government to 
establish a funding program for local governments and fire departments to help defray the rising costs of fire prevention. Since 2004, in-
cluding the Fiscal Year 2008 awards, the Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program (AFGP) has provided approximately $185 million to 
New York’s first-responder organizations to purchase response equipment, personal protective equipment, and vehicles. In 2008, Schumer 
secured over $700,000 for fire departments in the Hudson Valley, including over $403,000 for fire departments in Orange County; over 
$109,000 for fire departments in Ulster County; and over $189,000 for the fire departments in Westchester County. 
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Albany, Fulton, Montgomery, 
Rensselaer, Saratoga, Schenectady, 

Schoharie, and Washington 

Capital Region 

Played a lead role in bringing The Foundry Company/AMD to the Luther 
Forest Technology Park in Saratoga Springs. When Schumer learned that 
Advanced Microwave Devices, a company based in Sunnyvale, California, 
was looking to build a new computer-chip manufacturing facility, he 
personally and successfully lobbied the company to consider setting up shop in 
Saratoga County at the Luther Forest Technology Park in Malta and Stillwater. 
Schumer also sought and received the reassurances that despite changes in the 
management of AMD this summer, that the company would continue to move 
forward with its plans to expand into Saratoga County. The new AMD facility 
will bring high-tech jobs and new economic vitality to the Capital Region. 
 
Persuaded the Army to free up 60 acres of space at the Watervliet Arsenal 
to enable it to attract high tech jobs. After months of cooperative 
negotiation, Schumer and Congressman Michael McNulty won approval of the 
United States Army to transform more than sixty acres of the Watervliet 
Arsenal into a high-tech campus run by the Arsenal Business and Technology 
Partnership. The agreement will bring more than 550,000 square feet of new 
and renovated mixed-used manufacturing, office, and R&D facilities and 1,000 
new private sector jobs to the Capital Region. 
 
Brokered a landmark agreement to bring federal funding and expertise to 
the College of Nanoscale Science and Engineering at UAlbany. After 
securing nearly $900,000 for nanotechnology research for the College of 
Nanoscale Science and Engineering (CNSE) at the University at Albany, 
which triggered an additional investment of nearly $15 million for UAlbany’s 

cutting edge nanotechnology research, Schumer successfully brokered the first ever partnership between the federal 
government and the CNSE. The agreement between CNSE and the National Institute of Standards and Technology 
(NIST) will help advance the research at UAlbany and bring more equipment, staff, and other resources to the college. 
Companies from around the globe have come to UAlbany to do cutting-edge research in order to develop computer 
nanochips that are smaller, faster, better performing and more energy efficient. The agreement will ensure UAlbany and 
the Capital Region remain at the forefront of nanotechnology research. 
 
Secured vital funding for first responders. Schumer was among the first senators to recognize the need for the federal 
government to establish a funding program for local governments and fire departments to help defray the rising costs of 
fire prevention. Since 2004, including the Fiscal Year 2008 awards, the Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program 
(AFGP) has provided approximately $185 million to New York’s first-responder organizations to purchase response 
equipment, personal protective equipment, and vehicles. In 2008, Schumer secured over $840,000 for fire departments in 
the Capital Region, including over $10,000 for fire departments in Fulton County; over $86,000 for fire departments in 
Montgomery County; over $68,000 for fire departments in Rensselaer County; over $135,000 for the fire departments in 
Saratoga County; over $153,000 for fire departments in Schenectady County; and nearly $390,000 for fire departments 
in Schoharie County. 
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Clinton, Essex, Franklin, Hamilton, 
Herkimer, Jefferson, Lewis, St. 

Lawrence, and Warren 

North Country 

Successfully lobbied EPA to save key acid rain monitoring programs. One 
week after successfully rolling back potentially devastating cuts to a vital acid-
rain monitoring program (CASTNET), Schumer successfully lobbied the EPA 
to restore funding to two other vital programs, the Temporally-Integrated 
Monitoring of Ecosystems (TIME) program and the Long-Term Monitoring 
program (LTM). TIME and LTE work together to provide scientists and 
policy-makers with important data on acid rain. EPA cutbacks to the parent 
program that oversees both programs endangered their funding. Schumer’s 
efforts preserved over $4 million in funding for acid rain programs. The 
Northeast, and especially the Adirondacks in Upstate New York, have been 
brutally hit by acid rain and its damaging corrosive and health effects. 
 
Protected Hudson Headwaters Health Network from devastating rule 
changes and secured vital funding. When Schumer learned that the ability of 
the Hudson Headwaters Health Network to provide primary care services in 
the Adirondack region would be severely undercut by planned Medicaid rule 
changes, he successfully fought back, overturning the rule and protecting the 
ability of Hudson Headwaters to provide health care in the southern 
Adirondacks. Schumer also secured an $180,000 grant from the Department of 
Health and Human Services under the Rural Health Development Grant 
Program. The grant will help Hudson Headwaters fund the Adirondack 
Primary Care Network, a group of health care providers in the North Country 
providing primary care services and fighting the growing health care crisis in 
the Adirondack region. 
 

Secured vital funding for first responders. Schumer was among the first senators to recognize the need for the federal 
government to establish a funding program for local governments and fire departments to help defray the rising costs of 
fire prevention. Since 2004, including the Fiscal Year 2008 awards, the Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program 
(AFGP) has provided approximately $185 million to New York’s first-responder organizations to purchase response 
equipment, personal protective equipment, and vehicles. In 2008, Schumer secured over $1,050,000 for fire departments 
in the North Country, including over $158,000 for fire departments in Clinton County; over $185,000 for fire 
departments in Essex County; over $120,000 for fire departments in Franklin County; over $193,000 for the fire 
departments in Hamilton County; over $162,000 for fire departments in Herkimer County; over $124,000 for fire 
departments in Jefferson County; over $62,000 for fire departments in St. Lawrence County; and over $50,000 for fire 
departments in Warren County. 
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Cortland, Madison, Oneida, 
Onondaga, and Oswego 

Central New York 
Secured funding for dredging at the Port of Oswego. After fighting for months for 
the resources, equipment and manpower to dredge the Port of Oswego, Schumer 
secured funding needed by the Army Corps to commence excavation. The Port had 
been plagued by increasingly shallow and dangerous waterways, impeding navigation 
for cargo ships and limited the capacity of the Port. The port channels in Oswego had 
not been dredged since 2004 and without the much-needed funding, the Port would 
have been forced to wait until 2009 for maintenance.  
  
Significantly advanced the creation of Harriet Tubman National Park in Auburn. 
Schumer proposed legislation to create a National Historical Park preserving and 
promoting the life of Harriet Ross Tubman, the most famous “conductor” of the anti-
slavery resistance network known as the Underground Railroad. After suggesting that 
the National Park Service (NPS) establish a park in Auburn to honor the life of Harriet 
Tubman, the NPS released a study confirming that the city is a suitable location for the 
park. The NPS study brings the region one step closer to creating the National Park 
and visitor center that would help preserve Tubman’s legacy and boost regional 
tourism in Auburn. 
 
Pushed to build a state-wide maple syrup bottling plant in Lewis County. After 
recognizing the economic potential of Upstate New York’s maple syrup industry, 
Schumer pushed to build a statewide bottling plant in Lewis County. He also 
introduced legislation to create a grant program to encourage owners and operators of 
privately-held farm and ranch land with maple trees to voluntarily make such land 
available for maple tapping. The maple syrup plant will help unleash New York State’s 
untapped maple syrup production potential, create jobs and boost the local economy in 
Lewis County.  
 
Eradicating weeds at Black Lake. After Schumer notified the Army Corps about 
dangerous spreading weeds in St. Lawrence County’s Black Lake, the Army Corps 

committed to sending an expert to evaluate possible treatment methods. The invasive weeds, known as Eurasian Milfoil, had been 
wreaking havoc for local boaters, residents and tourists who could not longer navigate the lake without encountering weeds. 
Schumer’s request encouraged the Army Corps to take action to eliminate the problem. 
 
Removed large trucks from rural roads. Schumer has consistently fought to stop large trucks from hauling non-local solid waste 
and other materials across local rural roads in the Finger Lakes region and Central New York. In May, he proposed trucking 
regulations to keep long-haul trucks off local roads but the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) forced a redraft of regulations 
in October. In response, Schumer met with the FHWA Administrator Thomas J. Madison and secured a commitment from him to 
weigh in favorably with the New York State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT). After the meeting, Madison said he was 
receptive to Schumer’s request and vowed to work to give the federal green light to the final trucking regulations.  
 
Secured vital funding for first responders. Schumer was among the first senators to recognize the need for the federal government 
to establish a funding program for local governments and fire departments to help defray the rising costs of fire prevention. Since 
2004, including the Fiscal Year 2008 awards, the Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program (AFGP) has provided approximately 
$185 million to New York’s first-responder organizations to purchase response equipment, personal protective equipment, and 
vehicles. In 2008, Schumer secured over $168,000 for fire departments in Central New York, including over $158,000 for fire 
departments in Onondaga County and over $10,000 for Fire Departments in Oswego County  
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Cayuga, Livingston, Monroe, Ontario, 
Schuyler, Seneca, Tompkins, Wayne, 

and Yates 

Rochester-Finger Lakes Region 

Regional Visits and Accomplishments 

2008 
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Kept the Renaissance Square project alive. Working with the Senate Appropriations 
Committee, Schumer saved $19 million in federal funds for construction of Rochester’s 
Renaissance Square project that were due to expire. The extension awaits a final vote when 
Congress reconvenes in January.  Not securing the funding extension would have dealt the 
Renaissance Square project a fatal blow.  And with plans for Rochester’s largest public 
works project stuck in neutral, Schumer laid out a plan to get the development moving 
again.  Working with local leaders, Schumer set out a series of deadlines and goals that 
helped get the project back on track and moving toward construction. 
  
Saved jobs at JP Morgan Chase call center in Albion. When JP Morgan Chase & Co. 
acquired Washington Mutual in September, it inherited WAMU’s customer call center with 
800 employees in Albion, Orleans County.  JP Morgan Chase began a review of the facility 
to assess whether or not to keep the call center operating.  Schumer repeatedly called the 
highest officials at JP Morgan, lobbying the company to keep the center open and maintain 
the jobs in Albion.  JP Morgan announced earlier this month that they would keep the Al-
bion facility open, and Schumer pledged to remain vigilant and fight for the long-term vi-
ability of the call center.  Schumer was an original champion of the WAMU facility when it 
purchased the operation from Dime Bank in 2001.  Schumer then convinced WAMU to 
keep the 400-job facility open an expand it, which WAMU did, to nearly 1,000 jobs.  
 
Secured Vital Funding for Ovid Fire Department. When the federal Department of 
Homeland Security first awarded the Ovid Fire Department two critically-needed grants, 
then reneged on the award and pulled the funding, the Seneca County fire fighters turned to 
Schumer.  Schumer fought the federal agency on behalf of the Ovid FD, pointing out that 
the department answers calls in a 1950 aerial ladder truck, and provides fire protection to a 
large area of rural upstate New York.  Homeland Security later capitulated, granting the 
Ovid Fire Department money for new radio equipment in addition to a grant of $332,500 
for a new firefighting vehicle. 
 
Cut the Red Tape for a flood-prone Irondequoit neighborhood. For more than ten 
years, the Town of Irondequoit had worked with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers on a 

plan to stop the flooding that regularly occurred in the town’s Huntington Hills neighborhood.  As the town’s plans for roadwork, culvert 
construction, and stream maintenance neared completion, the Army Corps told the town it could not issue an approval by the summer of 
2008.  The town needed the August approval in order to complete the work by autumn, when trout spawned in the nearby streams, as New 
York’s Department of Environmental Conservation forbade work during spawning season.  Without approval, the neighborhood faced an-
other fall and spring with a significant flood threat.  Schumer intervened, cut the red tape, and secured a quick approval from the Army 
Corps for the town’s work plan, allowing the work to be done in this summer/fall. 
 
Helped Rochester-Finger Lakes businesses flourish. Schumer fought a move by foreign competitors that would have devastated Ter-
phane Inc., a small but growing company located in Bloomfield.  Terphane makes PET film, which is used to make flexible packaging and 
insulation.  The company’s foreign competitors sought to eliminate Terphane’s imports from the U.S. Generalized System of Preferences, 
which would have seriously threatened the only US-owned company left in the industry.  The White House and the US Trade Representa-
tive sided with Schumer and Terphane, allowing the company the opportunity to continue growing in the Rochester area. 
 
Secured vital funding for first responders. Schumer was among the first senators to recognize the need for the federal government to 
establish a funding program for local governments and fire departments to help defray the rising costs of fire prevention. Since 2004, in-
cluding the Fiscal Year 2008 awards, the Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program (AFGP) has provided approximately $185 million to 
New York’s first-responder organizations. In 2008, Schumer secured over $603,000 for fire departments in Rochester-Finger Lakes Region, 
including over $68,000 for fire departments in Livingston County; over $117,000 for fire departments in Monroe County; over $314,000 for 
fire departments in Ontario County; over $33,000 for the fire departments in Schuyler County; over $14,000 for fire departments in Seneca 
County; and over $55,000 for fire departments in Yates County. 
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Allegeny, Broome, Chemung, 
Chenango, Delaware, Otsego, 

Steuben, and Tioga 

Southern Tier 
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Secured $4 Million for Binghamton University’s Center for Autonomous Solar 
Energy. At a time when our nation faces a significant energy crisis, Binghamton 
University has begun a research center to develop next generation, flexible, high 
efficiently solar panels with the ultimate goal of making Solar energy more accessible, 
efficient and affordable. Schumer and Congressman Maurice Hinchey secured $4 
million in the FY09 Defense Appropriation Bill to help fund this important center and 
get critical product research and development underway.  
 
Obtained $5.2 Million TSA Contract for SureScan. Schumer has been a long time 
advocate for the Endicott Based SureScan Corporation and has actively pushed the 
Transportation Security Administration and Department of Homeland Security to make 
sure they were aware of the company’s cutting edge detection technology to ensure 
they would be reviewed by TSA. SureScan competed against large multi-billion dollar 
corporations to secure just one of three contracts, winning the contract, and marking a 
major milestone in their efforts to become a TSA Certified Vendor. The support and 
efforts of Schumer along with the due diligence of the company leaders has resulted in 
a triple win for the region that will bring jobs, bolster economic development in the 
Greater Binghamton Region and improve homeland security equipment. 
 
Secured a Broome County to Scranton Amtrak Passenger Rail Feasibility Study. 
Schumer worked diligently to lobby New York State Department of Transportation 
and Amtrak to consider studying the potential ridership for a rail connecting 

Binghamton to New York City through Scranton. This effort is important to economic development, offering connectivity for the 
entire Southern Tier Region with New York City. To ensure success, Schumer built a strong coalition of support from his Senate 
colleges in Pennsylvania and New York. In January Amtrak agreed it would undertake this vital study, the next crucial step to move 
forward a passenger rail initiative. 
 
Allegiant Airline coming to Elmira Corning Regional. In a personal letter to the airline’s CEO, Schumer advocated on behalf on 
the southern tier region and touted the commendable performance of the regions airports and offered any additional support to help 
lure the airline to begin service in the Southern Tier. Allegiant Air selected Elmira Corning Regional Airport and announced its 
decision in September of this year. 
 
Secured Federal Funding for Greater Binghamton Regional Airport taxiway improvements – Despite being diligently 
maintained over the past twenty years, the taxiway at BGM reached the end of its useful life. Schumer fought for vital financial 
support for rehabilitation and extension of Taxiway A, finally securing funding in U.S. Department of Transportation Federal 
Aviation Administration funds for Broome County for improvements at BGM. 
 
Secured vital funding for first responders. Schumer was among the first senators to recognize the need for the federal government 
to establish a funding program for local governments and fire departments to help defray the rising costs of fire prevention. Since 
2004, including the Fiscal Year 2008 awards, the Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program (AFGP) has provided approximately 
$185 million to New York’s first-responder organizations to purchase response equipment, personal protective equipment, and 
vehicles. In 2008, Schumer secured over $519,000 for fire departments in the Southern Tier, including over $236,000 for fire 
departments in Allegheny County; over $76,000 for the fire departments in Broome County; over $54,000 for fire departments in 
Delaware County; over $152,000 for fire departments in Otsego County. 
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Genesee, Niagara, Orleans, and 

Wyoming 

Western New York 
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Secured FEMA reimbursement for surprise October ice storm. FEMA requires 
cities and towns to provide assessments of damage costs in order to be reimbursed for 
reconstruction and clean-up. Due to the massive damage and subsequent costs incurred 
in Western New York from the October 2007 ice storm, many cities and towns needed 
more time to accurately assess the damages and provide a thorough assessment of all 
of the clean-up costs. Schumer successfully pushed FEMA to extend its arbitrary 
deadline, allowing Western New York cities and towns to pursue both a thorough 
clean-up that minimized long-term damage and one that preserved the natural beauty 
of WNY. 
 
Peace Bridge: Saved world-class, cable-stayed Signature Bridge; prevented 
interminable delays. Schumer orchestrated an agreement between Federal Highways 
Administration, Fish and Wildlife Services, and the Buffalo and Fort Erie Public 
Bridge Authority to keep a cable, stayed Signature Bridge in the mix for the Buffalo 
area international border crossing. The Signature bridge concept was going to be 
abandoned due to environmental concerns. Instead, Schumer was able to negotiate an 
agreement for a shorter bridge that still met the goal of the Signature concept, making 
it once again possible that Buffalo will have an iconic new bridge. 
 
Saved South Buffalo homeowners from onerous insurance fees by redrawing 
FEMA flood maps. In 2007, Schumer spent the year keeping his eyes on FEMA as it 
developed new flood maps for Buffalo. Schumer convinced FEMA to visit the Buffalo 
area and consider improvements to flood mitigation efforts made by the region. In 
2008 the new maps were approved and several thousand homeowners were removed 
from the map freeing up thousands of their hard earned dollars for something other 
than burdensome insurance costs. 
 
Helped to bring the 2011 IIHF World Junior Hockey Championships to Buffalo. 
Schumer assisted the Sabres’ successful push to bring the IIHF World Junior Hockey 

Championships to Buffalo in 2011, ensuring that Buffalo will reap the benefits of a much needed boost in tourism and revenue 
generation from all the visitors and players that will be spending multiple nights in Western New York.  Schumer personally called 
the head of USA Hockey to lobby on behalf of Buffalo’s bid to host the event. 
 
Brought the Great Race back to Buffalo. Schumer successfully lobbied to have the Great Race route changed to respect and 
celebrate Buffalo’s role in the original race of 1908. The Great Race of 1908 set the stage for the century of the automobile in the 
United States and was won by Buffalo drivers George Schuster and George Miller in a Buffalo-built car. The initial route for the 
celebratory reenactment bypassed Buffalo, travelling though Canada instead. Thanks to Schumer’s efforts, race organizers altered the 
route to bring the Great Race back to Buffalo, respecting the original race route and Buffalo’s role in the race. The new route will 
include both a stop and a celebration of the historical event in Buffalo. 
 
Secured the release of $640,000 for Jamestown Train Station. Federal Transportation Administration (FTA) funds allocated to an 
important project in Jamestown’s economic development plan were set to expire. Schumer lobbied the FTA and cut through the red 
tape to secure an agreement from federal agencies, ensuring that the funding for the City of Jamestown’s long-awaited Train Station 
project would not expire, allowing the project to move forward as planned. The Jamestown Train Station project will help to 
revitalize the City of Jamestown and the surrounding region. 
 

(continued on following page) 
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(continued from previous page) 
 
Completed Phase 1 of the Chautauqua Lake weeds study. After Schumer secured 
over $1 million in 2007 to assist with a study of Chautauqua Lake, the first phase of 
the study was completed this year and the second phase is in full swing. Schumer 
fought to make the Chautauqua Lake weeds issue a top priority of the Army Corps of 
Engineers. With Phase 1 of the study completed, the Army Corps will be able to 
develop a strategy to fight the weeds that are devastating Chautauqua Lake. 
 
Secured funds for Niagara Falls Train Station. Schumer secured $500,000 for the 
Niagara Falls International Railway Station Project. After planning the re-location of 
the train station over 20 years ago, the funds were finally released after Schumer 
fought to move the project forward. Schumer also fought to get the Federal Highway 
Administration to make the project a top priority, speeding along final approval.   
 
Tribute to Tim Russert. Following the tragic and unexpected loss of Tim Russert in 
June of 2008, Schumer joined with Senator Clinton and Congressman Higgins to 
rename a portion of Route 20A near Ralph Wilson Stadium in Tim Russert’s honor as 
a fitting tribute to the Buffalo native and host of NBC’s Meet the Press. The legislation 
naming a section of the road the “Timothy J. Russert Highway” was signed into law by 
the President on July 23, 2008.  
 
Created the Niagara Falls National Heritage Area. Schumer, along with Rep. 
Louise Slaughter, wrote and introduced the Niagara Falls National Heritage Area Act, 
which was passed by the Senate as part of the Consolidated Natural Resources Act of 
2008.  The law will protect the world class natural resources of Niagara Falls, while 
promoting tourism and economic development in the region.  It establishes a "National 
Heritage Area" by designating land and thematic sites along the entire Niagara River 
corridor – from Buffalo in the south, to Lake Ontario in the North.  In receiving this 

designation, the Niagara Falls area will receive over $10 million to help link the existing sites of interest in a coordinated fashion, 
market the region effectively, and attract more visitors. The designation will also promote collaboration among federal, state and 
local resources and help spur investment and economic development in the region. 
 
Secured funding to construct a methane plant in Chautauqua County. In 2008 Schumer secured $2 million dollars as a part of 
the Energy and Water FY09 Appropriations bill. These funds will assist with the construction of a methane gasification plant, located 
in the Town of Ellery in Chautauqua County. The plant will be able to harvest methane and convert it into electricity, which will be 
sold on the open market. This is both an environmental project and an economic development project. When completed, the plant 
will be able to make upward of $2 million in profit each year helping to reduce property taxes for the hard working people of 
Chautauqua County. Construction of the facility will start in the spring. 
 
Secured vital funding for first responders. Schumer was among the first senators to recognize the need for the federal government 
to establish a funding program for local governments and fire departments to help defray the rising costs of fire prevention. Since 
2004, including the Fiscal Year 2008 awards, the Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program (AFGP) has provided approximately 
$185 million to New York’s first-responder organizations to purchase response equipment, personal protective equipment, and 
vehicles. In 2008, Schumer secured over $998,000 for fire departments in Western New York, including over $109,000 for fire 
departments in Cattaraugus County; over $563,000 for fire departments in Erie County; over $221,000 for fire departments in 
Niagara County; and over $103,000 for the fire departments in Genesee County. 
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Housing 

Provided funding to help states and cities deal with foreclosure crisis. As the subprime 
mortgage and foreclosure crises rolled across the country, Senator Schumer proposed dou-
bling Community Development Block Grant funding to help states and cities deal with the 
high costs of vacant and foreclosed properties. As Congress debated a housing bill in the 
summer of 2008, Schumer succeeded in getting Congress to provide an extra $3.9 billion 
in flexible funds that states and local governments can use to acquire and redevelop fore-
closed properties that might otherwise become sources of abandonment and blight. Grant-
ees can use the funds to buy foreclosed homes, purchase land and property, demolish or 
rehabilitate abandoned properties, offer down payment and closing cost assistance to low 
to moderate income homebuyers, or to create “land banks” to assemble, temporarily man-
age, and dispose of vacant land to encourage re-use or redevelopment of property. Over-
all, New York received $102 million from this program. 
 
Secured funding for housing counselors. Senator Schumer was the first person to call 
for providing funding to housing counselors to help stem the rising tide of foreclosures, 
eventually securing $180 million in December 2007. When it became clear early this year 
that the counseling agencies had quickly spent that initial funding, and that there was a 
significant need for more to help the agencies build capacity and assist struggling home-
owners, Schumer fought to secure the desperately needed resources. In July, the housing 
bill included $180 million in additional funds.   
 
Ensured New Yorkers received government mortgage assistance. Senator Schumer 
fought to ensure that thousands of New York families were eligible to receive low-cost 
mortgage assistance from Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac and the Federal Housing Administra-
tion (FHA). These three programs, which dramatically reduce interest costs to eligible 
borrowers, all previously had limits on the amount of mortgages that they could purchase 
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Protecting the Middle Class 
 
Secured AMT relief for middle-class fami-
lies. The Alternative Minimum Tax was de-
signed in 1969 to target wealthy individuals 
who use elaborate loopholes to pay almost no 
taxes. But because the AMT was never in-
dexed for inflation, today many middle-class 
families find themselves burdened by it. 
Schumer fought to "patch" the AMT by ex-
tending an increase in its exemption for an-
other full year so that middle-income families 
will not be hit with a tax bill they were never 
meant to pay. 
 
Extended the college tuition deduction. At 
the end of 2007, the $4,000 tax deduction for 
college tuition expenses expired. Schumer, the 
original architect of the deduction, fought suc-
cessfully to extend it, therefore making college 
more affordable for hundreds of thousands of 
middle-class families. 
 
Protected consumers from faulty products. 
Following an avalanche of reports of faulty 
products and hazardous chemicals in toys, 
Schumer was a major force in pushing for the 
passage of the Consumer Product Safety Com-
mission Reform Act. He was a cosponsor of 
this bill, which transformed the federal agency 
responsible for consumer protection and 
placed more stringent rules on chemicals in 
commerce and harmful toxins in 
toys.  Schumer was widely recognized as the 
reason this bill was brought to the floor, 
passed, and signed in to law. 
 
Reduced the use of BPA in plastics. 
Schumer introduced a bill, the BPA-Free Kids 
Act that would ban the use of the harmful 
chemical bisphenol-A (BPA) in all children’s 
products and “food-contact” products. While 
Schumer’s legislation has not yet passed, his 
efforts have led to many companies voluntar-
ily discontinuing the production of products 
that include the chemical, including popular 
bottle-maker Nalgene located in Rochester. 
BPA is used to make plastics clear and shatter-
resistant, and is commonly found in water 
bottles, food containers, baby bottles, some 
dental fillings and the coatings for the inside 
of cans containing foods. However, continued 
exposure to BPA has been found dangerous to 
human development and reproduction. 
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Passed Legislation to Save Starrett City. Schumer, in conjunction with federal, 
state and city housing agencies, negotiated a Memorandum of Understanding with the 
owners of Starrett City, the largest federally subsidized housing complex in the coun-
try, to conduct a preservation sale of the building. Part of this agreement involved the 
passage of legislation that would maintain government subsidies to the complex for 
20 years. Schumer struck a deal with his colleagues to include this provision in legis-
lation passed over the summer and the sale process for the complex is underway with 
two qualified, preservation buyers currently in the running for Starrett City. This ef-
fort was a continuation of Schumer’s long-standing commitment to preserving afford-
able housing at Starrett City beginning in the 1980s. 
 
Preserved affordable housing across New York State. In early 2008, Schumer con-
vinced Commissioner Shaun Donovan of the New York City Department of Housing 
Preservation and Development to take the unprecedented step of rejecting the sale of 
1520 Sedgwick Avenue in the Bronx on the grounds that the sale price was inconsis-
tent with the affordability goals of the Mitchell-Lama program. Although this build-
ing was ultimately bought out of the program, this precedent extends across the City, 
and has also been applied at Trinity Houses in Manhattan. In December 2008, 
Schumer also launched a campaign against “predatory equity”, a business model that 
private equity firms, developers and lenders used to overleverage affordable housing 
complexes, threatening over 60,000 units of affordable housing in New York 
City.  Schumer continues to work on maintaining affordable units at Starrett City in 
Brooklyn, 1520 Sedgwick Avenue in the Bronx, ElJay Apartments in Syracuse, 
Mother Zion and Riverton Houses in Manhattan and Centennial Homes in Mount 
Vernon. 
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or insure – limits that were often too low for 
high-cost areas like New York. Schumer 
fought to get emergency loan limit increases 
in the economic stimulus bill in January, 
and fought to make the increases permanent 
in the housing bill over the summer. Thanks 
to his efforts, Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac and 
the FHA can provide assistance to borrow-
ers for loans as high as $625,000 in high-
cost markets, saving thousands of dollars for 
New York families. 
 
Revenue recycling for multifamily hous-
ing bonds.  After three years of effort, 
Schumer was able to overturn the federal 
law to allow one-time “recycling” for multi-
family bond cap, thereby allowing the con-
struction mortgage to be partially or fully 
paid off without losing the benefit of the 
underlying bond cap allocation. During the 
construction of affordable multi-family 
rental developments, a city often funds the 
construction costs by issuing tax-exempt 
bonds, which requires the use of the City’s 
annual allocation of bond cap from the fed-
eral government. Under existing federal 
law, when the construction mortgage is paid 
down the bonds that financed the construc-
tion are repaid must be retired, but the bond 
cap used in issuing those bonds can not be 
used to issue new bonds. So even though the 
bonds are originally issued for 30 years, 
they were being used only for 2-3 years, 
cramping the ability of cities to finance 
multi-family rental developments. 
 
According to New York City, the change 
will free up around $150 million per year in 
volume cap for New York City, allowing 
the City to finance approximately 750-1,000 
additional rental units per year. The City 
and State expect to realize nearly $1 billion 
of additional bonds that can be used for ad-
ditional projects in the next five years, and 
the provisions will have a beneficial impact 
in other cities throughout the country. 
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Law and Order 
 
Protected children from sexual predators online. With the development of the 
Internet, sexual predators are turning to Internet chat rooms and social networking 
websites to select and stalk their victims.  Schumer introduced the KIDS Act to re-
quire convicted sex offenders to register their e-mail addresses, screen names, and 
other internet identifiers with law enforcement to enable social-networking websites 
and chat rooms to actively track and expel child predators.  The KIDS Act gained 
bipartisan support in the Senate and a number of organizations including MySpace, 
Facebook, the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children, RAINN, and oth-
ers.  It was passed into law on October 13, 2008. 
 
Schumer cosponsored the PROTECT Our Children Act (PROTECT) and was instru-
mental in the compromise to ensure its passage into law this Congress.  The law sub-
stantially increases funding for state and local task forces dealing with internet crimes 
against children.  It will add hundreds of new federal agents within the FBI, ICE, and 
U.S. Postal Inspection Service solely dedicated to fighting crimes against children.  It 
also creates a Special Counsel within the Justice Department, to coordinate our efforts 
to end child exploitation. This bill became law on October 13, 2008. 
 
The SAFE Act, which Schumer authored, was included in the final PROTECT Act 
signed into law by the President. The SAFE Act creates a mechanism whereby Inter-
net Service Providers who discover child pornography are required to report it to the 
National Center for Missing and Exploited Children, who can then report the pornog-
raphy to authorities.  This bill became law on October 13, 2008. 
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Energy and Environment 
 
Encouraged more alternative fuel innova-
tions. The Schumer-supported energy bill 
that passed late in 2008 includes a new, 
temporary cellulosic biofuels production tax 
credit for up to $1.01 per gallon, available 
through December 31, 2012.  Schumer 
pushed to extend the tax credit to more cel-
lulosic fuels. The original bill language 
would have included only “cellulosic alco-
hol”, excluding many other types of cellu-
losic fuel from the credit. By working with 
several other senators to change “alcohol” 
to “biofuels,” several New York companies 
working on innovative energy products 
stand to benefit from the credit.  Cellulosic 
biofuels can be produced from agricultural 
waste, wood chips, switch grass and other 
non-food feedstocks. With an abundant and 
diverse source of feedstocks available, cel-
lulosic biofuels hold tremendous promise as 
a homegrown alternative to fossil-based 
fuels. Because cellulosic biofuels are very 
expensive to produce, government assis-
tance is needed to spur these fuels to com-
mercial viability.  
 
Brokered a utility deal beneficial to New 
York consumers. After Iberdrola, a Span-
ish utility company, bid to purchase Energy 
East, a major energy supplier to Upstate 
New York, Schumer secured a compromise 
on the deal that would create jobs and de-
liver clean, reliable power to Upstate New 
York while maintaining low rates. Iberdrola 
had committed to investing over $2 billion 
in windpower assets for New York which 
would help turn it into a leader in develop-
ing alternative energies. Schumer success-
fully lobbied the Public Service Commis-
sion to divest of its wind energy holdings to 
allow the utility company to make a firmer 
commitment to its proposed commitment to 
wind power. 
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states to compile all available background 
data, including mental health and convic-
tion records, into the shared electronic 
NICS database.  Ensuring that this infor-
mation is comprehensive and up to date 
will better prevent criminals from illegally 
purchasing and possessing firearms.  It 
was passed into law on January 8, 2008.  
Reduced recidivism and increased re-
habilitation.  Schumer believes prisons 
should be institutions of rehabilitation as 
well as accountability; unfortunately, 
nearly two thirds of released prisons will 
be rearrested for another serious crime 
within three years of release.  Moreover, a 
similar proportion of released prisoners 
have histories of substance abuse that 
affect their chances of success upon re-
lease.  This is why Schumer cosponsored 
the Recidivism Reduction and Second 
Chance Act of 2007.  This bill takes a 
broad approach to reducing recidivism 
rates through focused grant programs 
aimed at a prisoner’s transition from 
prison and reintegration into society.  It 
was passed into law April 9, 2008. 
 
Designated a U.S. Courthouse, 
“Theodore Roosevelt United States 
Courthouse” Schumer introduced a bill 
to designate the United States courthouse 
located at 225 Cadman Plaza East, Brook-
lyn, New York, as the "Theodore Roose-
velt United States Courthouse” after the 
twenty-sixth president and former gover-
nor of New York.  It was passed into law 
September 17, 2008. 
 
New York judicial nominations. 
Schumer officially recommended that 
President Bush nominate New Yorkers 
Cathy Seibel and Kiyo Matsumoto to 
serve as judges on the federal bench.  The 
judges were nominated by the president, 
and in late July of this year were con-
firmed by the Senate, filling vacancies in 
the Southern and Eastern Districts of New 
York.  In addition to being outstanding 
judges, these two female nominees help 
fill a gender gap in the federal bench.  

 

Secured $600,000 to fund Megan’s Law. 
Schumer secured $600,000 in funding to 
create the first ever email registration sys-
tem in New York, ensuring that participat-
ing parents will immediately be notified 
when a sexual predator moves into their 
community. The funding will also help 
expand the National Meghan’s Law 
Helpline which helps communities with 
sexual assault prevention and responsible 
use of information. 
 
Secured benefits for auxiliary police 
officers. Following up on his successful 
2007 fight to secure benefits to the fami-
lies of fallen firefighters under the Depart-
ment of Justice’s Public Safety Officer 
Benefits (PSOB) program, Schumer se-
cured yet another policy reversal allowing 
families of Auxiliary police officers to 
receive benefits.  Schumer took on this 
fight on behalf of the families of Officers 
Marshalik and Pekearo, who were killed 
trying to apprehend a gunman in the West 
Village.  As a result of Schumer’s efforts, 
the DOJ changed how it administers its 
PSOB program to include auxiliary police 
officers. 
 
Established the National Instant Crimi-
nal Background Check System (NICS) 
in response to Virginia Tech trag-
edy.  After the shooting of 32 people at 
Virginia Tech last spring, perpetrated by a 
gunman who had been admitted to a psy-
chiatric hospital and deemed a “danger to 
himself and others” by a judge, exposed 
grave shortcomings in the system meant to 
prevent criminals and other dangerous 
individuals from obtaining firearms, 
Schumer introduced a bill to insure such a 
tragedy never happened again.  Schumer 
fought to pass legislation which would 
provide incentives to states to pass critical 
mental health information along to the 
federal government for inclusion in NICS, 
so that a pre-purchase background check 
would show if a person falls into the cate-
gory of those prohibited from owning fire-
arms.  The resulting bill - The NICS Im-
provement Act - authorizes funds for 

Healthcare 
 
Increased vital funding for New York 
ambulance providers. Schumer success-
fully worked to pass a Medicare bill, over 
the President’s veto, which included an 
important Schumer-backed provision that 
provided an 18 month payment increase 
of 2% for ambulances in rural areas and 
3% for ambulances in urban areas. This is 
crucial to ensuring that providers can keep 
response times low and patient care intact. 
 
Preserved independent pharmacies. The 
Medicare bill also included the Schumer-
championed pharmacy prompt pay provi-
sion that ensures that pharmacists are re-
imbursed by Medicare for the prescrip-
tions they dispense to Medicare benefici-
aries within 14 days. This is vital for 
small independent pharmacies that rely on 
these payments to stay in business and 
continue to provide the prescriptions that 
people need. 
 
Overturned misguided Medicaid regu-
lations that were devastating to New 
York health care services. Schumer 
fought hard for moratoria on six devastat-
ing Medicaid regulations which would 
have been detrimental to patient care. The 
freeze on these regulation was included in 
the supplemental war appropriations bill 
(HR 2642), which became law. The regu-
lations have not been finalized yet. 
 
Saved freestanding health clinics that 
provide vital care. Schumer worked with 
CMS Acting Administrator Kerry Weems 
to successfully save freestanding health 
clinics across Upstate New York from 
shuttering their doors. Under an ill-
advised federal regulation, free-standing 
clinics would have lost $65 million in 
Medicaid reimbursements, forcing many 
to close. Schumer fought to preserve the 
critical funding and overturn the federal 
plan. 
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ernment Accountability Office (GAO) to 
investigate the legality of the plan.  GAO 
decided that FAA and DOT exceeded 
their constitutional authority, and that 
ruling was instrumental to the Federal 
Court’s decision to block the auction 
plan.  
 
Created a New York Airspace Czar. At 
Schumer’s urging, the Department of 
Transportation appointed a single desig-
nated person to deal with New York air-
space problems, including New York’s 
well documented airspace conges-
tion.  This position has been instrumental 
in preventing further chaos in the region. 
 
Opened military airspace to reduce 
congestion. At Schumer’s urging, the 
FAA and Department of Defense agreed 
to open airspace reserved for the sole use 
of military aircraft for commercial use in 
order to ease congestion along the East 
Coast.  Schumer was the first official to 
call for this action, and by all accounts, it 
has been instrumental in reducing delays. 
 
Ensured rail safety. Schumer was instru-
mental in passing the Rail Safety 
Bill.  Schumer co-sponsored the final 
Committee bill that successfully passed 
the Senate and was signed in to law. Sev-
eral provisions Schumer authored were 
included in the final legislation. The Bill 
will provide more money for rail infra-
structure, improve safety for both passen-
ger and freight rail, and assist local rail 
(like LIRR) in increasing the safety of 
their platforms. 
 
Reauthorized Amtrak. Schumer was an 
original co-sponsor and fought tirelessly 
for Amtrak Reauthorization which pro-
vided increased funding for Amtrak and 
improved service for passengers.  The bill 
focused on the profitability and vitality of 
the Northeast Corridor, which is a funda-
mental part of New York’s stream of 
commerce. 

 

Preserved access to health care in the 
Bronx. Schumer fought to ensure that the 
Montefiore Medical Center’s acquisition 
of Our Lady of Mercy Hospital did not 
result in job loss in the Bronx and/or re-
duced access to health care for New York 
City residents. 
 
Helping to find a cure for ALS. When 
Schumer learned that researchers and sci-
entists across the country lack much-
needed tools to find a cure to Lou Ge-
hrig’s Disease, he pledged to help fully 
equip medical researchers fighting the 
devastating disease. The Schumer-backed 
ALS Registry Act was signed in to law in 
2008. The legislation will develop a sys-
tem to collect and establish a national reg-
istry for data on Amyotrophic Lateral 
Sclerosis (ALS), also known as Lou Ge-
hrig’s Disease, and other motor neuron 
disorders that can be confused for, misdi-
agnosed as, or progress to ALS. 

 
Transportation 

 
Banned the airport slot auction at NYC 
airports. When Schumer caught wind of a 
misguided Department of Transportation 
plan to auction off slots at New York City 
airports to the highest bidder in an ill-
designed effort to reduce airspace conges-
tion, Schumer fought back. Schumer ar-
gued that such a plan would not only fail 
to reduce congestion, but would harm 
New York consumers by restricting choice 
and limiting the number of smaller airlines 
that could service New York City airports. 
The auction would have had an especially 
devastating impact on Upstate New York-
ers who often depend on the smaller air-
lines for connecting flights to New York 
City on their way back and forth from 
other destinations. In December, thanks to 
Schumer’s efforts, a Federal Court pre-
vented the Department of Transportation 
from moving forward on its plan to auc-
tion slots off at the NYC airports.  After 
pushing legislation, Schumer asked Gov-

Military 
 

Honoring our troops with a modern GI 
Bill. Schumer pushed for the passage of a 
sweeping new GI Bill, which was signed 
into law on June 30, 2008. The bill greatly 
expands benefits for service members 
seeking to attend college or take advan-
tage of other educational opportunities. 
Schumer helped the bill’s author, Senator 
Jim Webb, gather support for the legisla-
tion, which gives veterans who served at 
least three years on active duty since Sept. 
11, 2001 a full college education, cover-
ing the cost of tuition, room and board, at 
the most expensive in-state public univer-
sity. 
 
Eliminated unnecessary delays for 
processing citizenship applications of 
foreign-born troops. Foreign-born 
troops, who are eligible for citizenship in 
the United States, face huge delays in the 
processing and adjudicating of their appli-
cations for naturalization.  These delays 
stem in large part from foreign-born 
troops’ FBI background checks, in which 
confusion over foreign names or military 
status may lead to delays that last 
months.  As a result, USCIS is facing a 
considerable backlog in processing the 
applications.  Schumer authored and intro-
duced the Military Personnel Citizenship 
Processing Act to address this backlog by 
creating an Office of the FBI Liaison 
within DHS to monitor communication 
gaps between USCIS and the FBI.  The 
bill further requires USCIS to process and 
adjudicate applications for citizenship for 
members of the Armed Forces or their 
qualifying family members within six 
months, or to send notice to the applicant 
of the reason for the delay.  It was passed 
into law October 9, 2008. 
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dardized form option will include such 
things as information on the total costs of 
tuition and fees, room and board, books 
and supplies, and transportation and mis-
cellaneous expenses and the amount of 
financial aid that the student does not 
have to repay, such as scholarships and 
grants offered to the student for the year. 
The form will also include information 
about loans that the student, or a parent of 
the student, is eligible for such year, in-
cluding information on applicable interest 
rates, other terms and conditions of the 
loans, and the estimated monthly repay-
ment amount. Under the new bill, students 
will be able to directly compare the bot-
tom line cost of attendance for various 
colleges. 
  
Created a “Schumer Box” for student 
loans. Schumer wrote and introduced 
legislation to bring transparency to the 
private student loan industry. Schumer's 
bill (S. 1831) creates a "Schumer Box” for 
private student loans – a successful con-
sumer protection used by the credit card 
industry.  The “Schumer Box” is an easy 
to read chart, using non-technical terms 
that will describe the various loan scenar-
ios, including information on the different 
loan amounts, interest rates, and payment 
periods.  The “Schumer Box” will tell a 
student how much he or she will owe each 
month, including interest, in order to pay 
off the loan. The bill passed as part of the 
Higher Education Opportunity Act on 
August 18th, 2008. 
 

Agriculture/Farming 
 
Enhanced New York’s vital farming 
industry. Schumer helped secure passage 
of the Farm Bill, which included vital 
funding and provisions for New York 
farmers. Schumer was instrumental in 
passing a major improvement to the Milk 
Income Loss Contract (MILC) pro-
gram.  This program allows farmers to 
receive compensation when the price of 
milk falls below a certain point; in the 

Education 
 
Increased funding for Math for Amer-
ica. Schumer secured $20 million for the 
Robert Noyce Scholarship program in the 
FY08 emergency appropriations 
bill.  Math for America and the Robert 
Noyce Scholarship program provide 
teacher training and teacher salary supple-
ments to encourage qualified math and 
science professionals to become high 
quality math and science teachers.  
 
Created a college textbook rental pro-
gram. Schumer's innovative textbook 
rental program to reduce the costs of text-
books for college students became law on 
August 18th, 2008 when Congressman 
Tim Ryan successfully added the Schumer 
program to the Higher Education Opportu-
nity Act, which then passed both Houses 
of Congress and was signed by the Presi-
dent. Schumer first introduced a version of 
the rental program in 2005. The pilot pro-
gram authorizes 10 competitive grants for 
colleges or universities to set up a course 
material and textbook rental program.  In 
May, Schumer worked to secure passage 
of the Course Material Rental Pilot Pro-
gram that will offer college students an 
innovative new way to get the course ma-
terials they need, without saddling them 
with another staggering bill.  Students 
currently pay an average of $900 per year 
on textbooks alone. 
  
Simplified the financial aid offer forms. 
Schumer worked to simplify the financial 
aid process for students and families with 
the introduction of his bill to provide a 
Model Institution Financial Aid Offer 
Form (S. 2594).  The measure passed on 
August 18th, 2008 as part of the Higher 
Education Opportunity Act of 2008. It will 
provide colleges and universities with a 
standardized financial aid form that 
clearly states how much a student will 
truly pay for their education, differentiat-
ing between the aid that has to be paid 
back and that which does not.  The stan-

new farm bill, that point at which they 
receive compensation is now linked to the 
cost of production, thereby protecting 
dairy farmers from sky-rocketing fuel and 
feed costs.  Schumer was a leader in the 
successful movement to create the first-
ever "Specialty Crop" title, which pro-
vides funding for programs to help fruit 
and vegetable farmers create better, 
healthier plants and to stimulate demand 
for fruits and vegetables.  Schumer also 
fought for and won massive increases in 
the conservation budget, which will help 
farmers in their stewardship of the land – 
a win-win for farmers and the environ-
ment. 
 
Expanded funding for New York nutri-
tion and food assistance programs in 
the Farm Bill. In his successful effort to 
help pass the Farm Bill, Schumer in-
creased funding for vital food and nutri-
tion programs, including Food Stamps, 
the Emergency Food Assistance Program, 
and programs for seniors like the Seniors 
Farmers Markets. He also championed 
programs to help school children get more 
fresh produce, including the Department 
of Defense’s “DoD Fresh” program and 
the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable program, 
which saw major increases from the previ-
ous farm bill.  
 
Ensured the Great Lakes remain a New 
York resource. Schumer was a major 
supporter of the Great Lakes Compact, 
which was ratified by Congress after be-
ing signed by the eight states that border 
the Great Lakes.  The Compact ensures 
that no water is ever drawn by any state 
and sent out of the Great Lakes watershed 
– protecting this vital natural and eco-
nomic resource for generations to come. 
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